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body i.n. virtue of the sacramen.tal consecration and by
the hierarchical comrnunio~ with the head and members
of the college.

The college or body of bishops has for all no
authority unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter"s
successor, as its head, whose primatial authority,
let it be added, over all, whether pastors or faithful,
remains in its integrity. For the Roman Pontiff, by
reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, namely, and as
pastor of the entire Church, has full, supreme and

, universal power over the whole church, a power which
he car. always exercise unhindered. The order of bishops
is the successor to the college of the apostles in their
role as teachers and pastors, and in it the apostolic
college is perpetuated. Together with their head,
the Supreme Pontiff, and never apart from him they have
supreme and full authority over the universal Church;
but this power cannot be exercised without the agreement
of the Roman Pontiff. The Lord made ~eter alone the
rock-foundation and the holder of the keys of the Church
(cf. In. 2l:1Sff.). It is clear, however, that the

office of binding and loosing which was given to Peter
(Mt. 16:19), was also assigned to the college of the
apostles united to its head (Mt. 16:19), was also
assigned to the college of the apostles united to its
head (Mt. 18:18; 28: 16-20). This college, insofar
as it is composed of many members, is the expression of
the multifariousness and universality of the People of
God; and of the unity of the flock of Christ, insofar
as it is assembled under one head. In it the bishops,
whilst loyally respecting the primacy and pre-eminence
of their head, exercise their own proper authority
for the good of their faithful, indeed even for the
good of the whole Church, the organic structure and
harmony of which are strengthened by the continued

I influence of the Holy Spirit. The supreme authority
, over the *'hole Church, which this college possesses, is

exercised in a solemn way in an ecumenical council.
1 There never is an ecumenical council which is not con-

firmed or at least recognized as such by Peter's
successor. And it is the prerogative of the Roman
Pontiff to convoke such cou~cils, to preside over them
and to confirm them. This same collegiate power can be
exercised in union with the pope by the bishops while
living in different parts of the world, provided the
head of the college summons them to collegiate action,
or at least approve or freely admit the corporate
action of the unassembled bishops, so that a truly
collegiate act may result.
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